THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
be in writing. Henceforward, therefore, no one could claim a
lease unless he had written documents to show for it. Now, the
bulk of the English peasants, perhaps still half the nation in the
mid-seventeenth century, held under fee-farm lease from the
local lord of the village—that is, they paid a traditional fixed
sum for their land, like a ground-rent; but for the rest the land
was inherited by their sons; no one could turn them off their
farms or charge them a competitive rent or terminate their
lease. A * fee-farm lease' was a freehold. The fixed sum pay-
able had never been anything like the full rental value of the
land, and the great change in the value of money since the
Middle Ages had made it nominal or very small. The English
peasant was economically independent, an almost unembarrassed
small owner. But very great numbers had no documents to show,
especially among the smaller people. Their fee-farm leases were
only traditional. Henceforward, after 1679, anyone could be
asked to show his written title, and, if he had it not, was deemed
to be a tenant at will, or no tenant at all until the local magnate
to whom he had paid his dues granted him a new lease, and
this he could make as long or as short as he pleased and fix it
at the highest competitive rent. When that was done the small
man ceased to be an owner. The results are seen in the great
lessening in the number of yeomen between the generation
before the Great Rebellion and that which lived through the
last years of the seventeenth century and the beginning of the
eighteenth.
The Treaty of Dover, The firstfruit of the King's
independent action was the Treaty of Dover, signed in May
1670. His sister, who had married Louis XIY's brother, was
the intermediary in this. Charles, after Louis had made peace,
proposed an alliance with him. There had been a project
advanced by the Dutch of getting the French to partition the
Spanish colonies between them, and this would have been
ruinous to England, Meanwhile Charles could pky on the
anger of Louis at the Dutch treasons to himself, for after his alli-
ance with them the Dutch had secretly approached his enemies.
The gross bad faith of the Dutch was a bond between
Charles and his cousin, the French King, but that was not the
motive at work. The object was, on Louis's part, to be certain,
that Charles would stand by him if he fought the Dutch to
prevent a coalition against France. On Charles's part the object

